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SYMNHNTU KPEONTHWUX AKY/T ( LOAN SHARKS)
BrpyuaHHs. MigTpuMka. OceiTa

Bynb-xTO MOXKe CcTaTh XXKepTBOIO KpeaUTHUX akyn (nMxeapis) - Bawla poanHa, apysi, cycign i
HaBiTb BU. He 3aBXX AW Nerko noMitmTn KpeamuTHUX akyn, OCKinbkn BOHW ByBatoTb Pi3HUX GopM i
pPO3MipiB i cno4aTtky BUrnagaTuMyTb 4OO6PO3MUNMBO, MPOCTO YacTUHOLO chninbHoTU. Came Togi,
KON BM HE MOXETE 3an1aTtutm, BOHM 06epHyTbCA Ha Bac.

Kpeputha akyna (Loan Shark) — Lie Tol, XTO no3nyae roTiBky Befyyun HecaHKLioHOBaHMM Gi3Hec.
AKwio KoMycb Ba>kKko cnnatutu 60pr, KpegmTHa akyna BgacTbCA 40 NOrpo3, HaCuNbCTBa Ta
3anaKyBaHHSA, W06 oTpuMaTK Te, WO, Ha MOoro AyMKy, BU BUHHI, HaBiTb AKLLO 6Opr BUN/Ia4veHo
Kinibka pasiB.

Y KpeauTHUX akyn, AK npaBuno, Mano A0KyMEHTIB, i BOHM AoaatoTh LUTpady 3a NPOCTPOUEHi
nnartexi. IHoai 4o paxyHKy AoaatoTb BUNaaKosi cymMun. barato noctpa)kaganmx npoaoBXyroTb
naaTnMTn, TOMy LLO BOHW OYyMaKOTb, LLO MOXYTb A03BONUTK CO6i y3rog>kKeHy LLOTUXKHEBY CYMY,
ane BOHM He YCBIAOM/IIOIOTb, CKifIbKM CKaaaroTb iXHi MOCTiIMHI LLOTUXXHEBI nnaTtexi, abo BOHU
6oAaTbCcA NpUNMHNTYK BUNIaTU. Hawla nopaga nonsarae B TOMy, LLO BU HIKOMTM HE MOBUHHI
3BepTaTnUCA 00 KPeanTHMX akyn. BoHn He HagatoTb rpoOMaaCbKMX MOC/YT; BOHM MPOCTO XOUYTb
3apobuTn rpoLui.

KpeoutHi akynu:

- BepyTb HecaHKUioHOBaHMIM 6i3HecC BigMNoBigHO 00 3aKoHy Npo piHaHCOBI Mocnyru T1a
pvHkM 2000 poky

- YacTo BigMOBNAIOTLCA MOBIAOMATM MO3NYANbHUKY, CKiTbKWU BOHU LLLE BUHHI, KOIM BOHU
3aKiH4YaTb NorallueHHs.

- Yacto 36inbLiytoTh 60pr abo goaatoTb 400aTKOBI CYyMU.

- MoxyTb B3ATU NpeaMeTH Nig, 3acTaBy, BKHOHa04YmM nacnoptu, 6aHKiBCbKi KApTKU Ta
BOAINCHKI NpaBa.

- MoxyTb BgaBaTmcs 00 HaCcUNbCTBA, MOrpo3 i 3anAaKyBaHHA.

LLlo poburbes, o6 ue synuHntnu?

KomaHga lllegal Money Lending Team po3cnigye He3akOHHe No3undaHHaA rpowlen i 6yab-
AKi NOB’A3aHi 3 LMM NMPaBomnopyLUEHHA —y MUHYNOMY Lie BK/THOYaNo HaCcCubCTBO,
LaHTaXK, 310MMHN, NOB’A3aHIi 3 HAPKOTUKaMU, MOrPO3un, BUKPaLEHHA Ta HaBiTb
3rBanTtyBaHHA.

IcTopia Manka

Y 17 pokiB Mank* gy>ke XOTiB KynuTW CBin nepinin aBtomobinb. Konu MNMitep*
3anponoHyBaB No3nunTn nomy 250 ¢yHTIB cTepniHrie, Mark noroguecs i noyas
noBepTaTh YacTuHaMm, AoKN No3nka He Byae nosepHeHa. Jlnwe togai MNitep sragas npo

[04aTKOBI BigcoTkM, Malk He o4ikyBaB LIbOro, i noMy 6yno Ba)kko noracutm, Tomy llitep

3anponoHyBaB MOMY A0AaTKOBY NO3MKY, W06 noracutn nepuy. Lle ctano unknom i
TPMBANo NPOTArOM HaACTYMHUX ABagLUATN POKiB, AKi Malik onncas sk
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« AbcontoTHe nekno». BiH onnHmneca B nacTui 6e3kiHevHoi cnipani 6opris i HamaraecA
BVOKNTU, HE3BAXKAOUM Ha Te, Lo NpautoBaB Ha ABoxX poboTtax. BiH 3aincHoBaB BENMKI
BUMAATK, ane Moro HenorawlueHmn 6anaHc Hikonm He onyckascA Huk4ve 9000 GpyHTIB
CTepniHriB.

lMpoTtarom 6aratbox pokis Mank 3annatme npuronoMunmei 90 000 GyHTIB cTepAiHriB
NUXBapHo (KpepmUTHIN akyni) , i BCe 3 NoYaTKOBOI NO3UKKM B 250 ¢yHTIB.

Lle oy>xe 3ry6Ho BnNinMHyNno Ha Mawka 1a noro poguHy. Jinxeap Hanae Ha Maika Ha ouax
y noro giten, Mark BTpaTuB f4iM, OCKiflbKM HE Mir nnaTuTK 3a inoTeky, i Tpu poboTn Yepes
aenpecito. Y Biui 33 pokiB BiH NepeHic cepueBmii Hanag, NoB'A3aHN 3i CTPECOM.

He ogHopa3oBo Malik HaMaraBcs MNOKIHYUTU XXUTTA caMoryb6CcTBOM.

«Bun 6 HikOMy LUbOro He nobaxkanun», — ckasaB BiH. «Lle BNMHyNo Ha MOI CTOCYHKM 3
Apy>XnHoto. AKLLO 51 He 6yB Ha poboTi, A cBapUBCA BAOMA, i Lie BIIMHYO Ha Aiten. Y HUX
Hivoro He 6yno. Lon’aTHMui Ta wocybotn nuxeap cugis 6ina Moei poboTu - AKLLO A
3aKiH4yBaB MNi3HO, BiH HaACWMaB MoBigOMIEHHA "geHb natexy, ae Tn?" Lie 6ys
crnpaBXHin koumap”

MoBOPOTHMM MOMEHTOM CTasio Te, Wo Mark nobaumB y MicLEBIN ra3eTi cTaTTo Npo
nuxeaps, akoro KomaHga nepecnigysana. Tenep lNiTep norpo>kysas 3aBgatiu LLKOAN
OPY>KMHI Malka i 3po3yMiBLUMK, L0 He MoXke BinbLue TepniTn Malk Nnog3BOHUB Ha
KOHOIAEHLINHY rapavy MiHito.

3 UbOro MOMEHTY MOro niagTpumanu, a lNitepa 6yno 3acyg>keHo Ta yB’A3HEHO.

«MeHi 6 xoTinocs, Wwo6 s 3HaB, WO € Kyau NiTK Ta 40 KOro 3BEPHYTUCb N0 J0NOMOry
6arato pokiB ToMy», — cka3aB Mak. «<KomaHga 6yna paHTacTUYHOO, BOHU
3anpornoHyBasnu CTiNbKK NiIATPUMKM, i KOXKHY 06iLAHKY BOHU BUKOHanu. Lle 6yno Take
nosierweHHs, Konu a aisHaecs, wo lNiTepa 3aapewtyBanu i NoTiM nocaguin B THOPMYy, A
negb He 3HEMPUTOMHIB, KONIM 3 KOMaHAM NOA3BOHUMIM MNOBIAOMUTM NPO Lie.

Tenep Mank gneutbcA B ManbyTHE | Ma€ NOBIAOMNEHHA 414 BCiX, XTO NOTpanmey
newliata KpeauTHUX aky/.

«fA 6 ckazaB yCiM, XTO no3unyae y nmxsaps, 6yTn BNeBHEHNM, BCTaTU M BUC/TOBUTUCA —
KomaHga nigTpuMyBaTHMe Bac ynpoaoBXK ycboro wnaxy. Hasitb yepes pik KomaHaa
3aB>XXAW 3i MHOIO, perynspHoO Ha 3B’A3KY | 3aBXXAW Ha KiHUi TenedoHy. 3apas >XnTTs
abcontoTHO paHTacTU4He - HaM BinbLue He NoTPibHO TypbyBaTUCA NPO rpoLui, i A
Lacnmeiwnm, Hixk 6yab-konm. Mu noixann y BignycTKy BCi€to ciM'eto BnepLue 3a 17 pokiB
- l HE MIT YABUTK, WO KOMN-Hebyab 3MOXy 3p0buTh Le. 3B’A3aTMCA 3 KOMaHAO — Lie
HanKpalle, WO s Mir 3pobutn. A KMBY TUM XXUTTAM, AKUM MaB 61 xntun'.

AKLL0 BM BBaXKaeTe, LLLO 3B’A3aNUCh 3 KpeaUTHUMU akynamMm, KOHPiaeHLiNnHO
3aTenedoHymnTe KOMaHgi

03005552222
Tekct 07860022116
EnektpoHHa agpeca reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk
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Anyone can be a victim of a loan shark — your family, friends, neighbours and even you.

It’s not always easy to spot a loan shark as they come in all shapes and sizes and will at first appear
friendly, just part of the community. It is when you can’t pay that they will turn on you.

A loan shark is someone who lends cash as an unauthorised business.

If someone is struggling to pay a debt the loan shark will resort to threats, violence and intimidation
to get what he thinks you owe, even if the debt has been paid off several times over.

A loan shark will typically have little paperwork and, will add penalty charges for late payments.
Sometimes they will add random sums to the bill.

Many victims keep paying because they think they can afford the agreed weekly sum, but they don’t
realise how much their continuing weekly payments add up to or they are to afraid to stop
payments.

Our advice is that you should never go to a loan shark. They do not provide a community service;
they are simply out to make money.

Loan sharks:

e Are running an unauthorised business under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000

e Often refuse to tell the borrower how much they still owe, when they will finish repayments.
e Often increase the debt or add additional amounts.

e May take items as security- including passports, bank cards and driving licences.

e May resort to violence, threats and intimidation.

What is being done to stop this?

The Illegal Money Lending Team investigates illegal money lending and any related offences- in the
past this has included violence, blackmail, drugs offences, threats, kidnap and even rape.
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Mikes Story

Aged 17, Mike* was keen to buy his first car. When Peter* offered to lend him £250, Mike agreed and
began paying back in instalments until the loan was repaid. It was only then that Peter mentioned
additional interest, Mike wasn’t expecting this and found it difficult to repay, so Peter offered him a
further loan to pay off the first.

This became a cycle and continued over the next two decades, which Mike described as “Sheer hell”.
He was trapped in a never ending spiral of debt, and struggled to get by, despite working two jobs.
He would make large repayments but his outstanding balance would never drop below £9000.

Over the years Mike paid a staggering £90,000 to the loan shark, all from an initial loan of £250.

This had a hugely detrimental impact on Mike and his family. The loan shark attacked Mike in front of
his children, he lost his home as he couldn’t pay the mortgage and three jobs due to depression.
Aged 33, he suffered a stress-related heart attack.

On more than one occasion, Mike attempted suicide.

“You wouldn’t wish it on anybody” He said “It affected my relationship with my wife. If | wasn’t at
work | was home arguing, and it affected the kids. They had nothing. Every Friday and Saturday he
was sat outside my work- if | finished late he would text saying ‘its payday where are you’ It was a
living nightmare”

The turning point was when Mike spotted an article in his local paper about a loan shark who had
been prosecuted by the Team.

Peter was now threatening to harm Mike’s wife and realising he couldn’t take any more Mike called
the confidential hotline.

From that point forwards he was supported and Peter was prosecuted and imprisoned.

“I wish I'd known there was somewhere to go years ago” Mike said “The Team were fantastic, they
offered so much support, and every promise they made they delivered. It was such a relief when |
found out Peter was arrested and then put in prison. | nearly broke down when the Team rang to say”
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Mike is now looking to the future, and has a message to anyone in the grips of a loan shark.

“I would tell anyone who is borrowing from a loan shark to be confident to stand up and speak out-
the Team will support you the whole way. Even a year later the Team are always there for me,
regularly in touch and always on the end of the phone.

Life is absolutely fantastic now- we don’t have to worry about money anymore and I’'m happier than
I’'ve ever been. Were going on holiday as a family for the first time in 17 years- | can’t imagine ever
being able to do this before

Contacting the Team is the best thing | could ever have done. I’'m living the life | should be living”

If you think you may be involved with a loan shark, call the team in confidence on

0300 555 2222

Text 07860022116

E-mail reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk

Website www.stoploansharks.co.uk
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